
A Passage That Seems Particularly Appropriate
About Now
Post by “Cassius” of June 19, 2020 at 1:38 PM

Great points. I am now beginning to focus myself on the second part of my post about what
Lucretius would have expected Memmius to understand him to be saying. Sounds like Lucretius
is contemplating that Memmius would be somehow involved in the events, which is good
evidence against the "live in a cave" viewpoint, but it certainly doesn't seem clear to me what
Lucretius is suggesting that Memmius do or not do, or whether Lucretius is registering approval
or disapproval. Since he is writing this apparently in hope of patronage from Memmius in the
future, I would not expect his reference to mean disapproval, and of course I am always going
to take the position that Lucretius means what he says and is not guilty of saying just what he
might think that Memmius would want to hear. So I would think that Lucretius must have had
something particular in mind that he would expect to register in Memmius's response to what
he had written.
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