Episode Twenty-Four: The Swerve Part One: As A
Producing Force of Nature

Post by “Cassius” of June 17, 2020 at 3:35 PM

As we discuss the swerve there is much of interest in this Sedley article on Determinism:

1. The Ssweree

A few facts are, | hope, uncontroversial encugh to be set
out without defence. Epleurus inberited Democritus’ atomic
system, but modified it in a number of respects. In particular,
he so vehemently objected 1o s rigidly deterministic bows as 1o
posl:uh:n: 2 minimal ‘poerve’ [m.pi.-fu:un;} in the motion of
atoms, occureing at no fixed place or time — a doecerine which
doesgnat feature in his meagre surviving writings but & none-
thieless amply anested as his; and defended on his behalf by Lo-
cretius {11 216-95). The swerve (a) enables atoms Elll.in.g_ ll'u:nugh
space at equal speed in parallel lines to collide occasionally and
Initiate eesmoganic patterns of motion; and (b} somehow or ath-
er serves as a pecessary condition for the behavicurs] sutonomy
of animate beings — a power often Identified as “free will'.

During the podcast, Martin and | in particular discuss Sedley's contention as to when the swerve
was developed in Epicurus' thinking (early or later) as referenced here:

SEUTRGY LRARTTHE EL S0

1 do not propose 1o expend much discussion on the
swerve’s cosmegonical functicn {Lucretis I1 215-42), which
I suspect 1o be @ problem dresmed up with a preconceived
salution in mind. Chains of stomic collisions in estra-cosmic
space could haye quite adequately been explained by the lageral
indrusion of one ar more stoms from elsewhers, d.esplw]'l.ed,
say, by the break.p of o nearby world, The guestion of how
such collisions ewer started in the first place would not arise,
given the infinity of past time end past woelds, That is, indeed,
the wiew s:rnn.g}y implied by the Leiter fo Herodatwr and the
Lefter fo P:.-.r)!mn'.ﬂ'.‘ the physi:d epitomes which Epicurus
wrote when he had already worked oot his main cosmological
views in Books 1.X1I1 of his Ow maure. Since these two works
alio contain no hint of the swerve doctrine, the bkelthood &
that it was his later work on paypch : IPFI.I\EH.I:E' in the
chosing books of the thinty-seven magrum opus, that led
him o the innevation, and that it was only then grafted anto

File
Sedley: "Epicurus' Refutation of Determinism"

1983 Paper which is the one of the best treatments of Epicurus' view of the Free Will / Agency /
Determinism issue available.
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