Welcome Camotero!

Post by “Cassius” of June 16, 2020 at 8:55 AM

Camotero your last posts have given me a lot more information about "where you're coming
from." You indicated above that you had found the forum through the Lucretius podcast and |
presumed from that (for some reason) that you had read extensively in Epicurus.

Now that | see that you have not, | want to double back and reinforce the recommendation |
always make about reading the Dewitt book as the best place to get a balanced view of the
philosophy. When someone doesn't have a fairly broad background in the philosophy then my
experience is 99 out of 100 times they have come across only a few points that hit them as
good, but they haven't seen how it all fits together. Most other modern books and articles hit on
these "feature points" but in my humble opinion don't give you the background you need to fill
in the blanks, and worse than that, they produce the impression that the background is not
important ever to know. The result is lots of people just move on to new and spicier writers
without ever understanding why Epicurus said what he said or where he was going.

So if there is anything | would urge you to do while you are fresh and enthusiastic about
Epicurus it is to read the Dewitt book. There will be parts with which you won't agree, and parts
which you'll definitely find questionable, but DeWitt gives you pretty much the FULL picture of
ALL the parts of the philosophy in one place, and | think that helps to put everything in a good
perspective. You'll find lots of discussion about his book here from people who read it critically
too (like Don's posts) and | think in the end you will find that once you get past a couple of
issues of interpretation, DeWitt's approach and conclusions are generally sound and well
documented. Again the point is not that you should agree with him, but if you don't read
something like Dewitt most people just won't have the time to pull things together on their own.

Given your background it is also possible that something in DeWitt that is a stumbling block to
people like Don and me, you yourself might find attractive and interesting -- which is the
comparison and relationship of Epicurus to early Christianity. If you're into that, you'll find
DeWitt's "St Paul and Epicurus" very interesting as well.

Right now | am detecting that you are substantially committed to certain positions and you're
looking to see to what extent Epicurus is consistent or helpful in that, and you're probably
keeping an open mind but doubtful as to how much attention to devote if Epicurus' positions
don't end up squaring with your views. That's perfectly fine and to be expected, and in the end |
think Epicurus stands for following your feelings in the way you are going. But | do think the
best approach is to get into the "whys" of Epicurus' views and THEN decide to what extent you
agree with his conclusions. And there's no better introduction to that than DeWitt IMHO.
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