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Post by “Cassius” of June 12, 2020 at 8:36 AM

I agree with Don's post in every significant respect. Someone being a nit-picker, or just wanting
to be very rigorous as to context, is going to ask about the "everyone" in the second quote, so I
might as well address it to hopefully point out why I don't think it is as much of an issue as it
may seem to some.

I think there are all sorts of issues involved in "everyone" which are beyond the scope of what
we are talking about, with maybe the most obvious being that as we parse "everyone" we have
to think about who that means and even whether they are living. The Jefferson quote "the earth
belongs to the living" keeps coming to my mind lately, and I think that is one relevant factor,
even though in proper contexts it is probably correct to consider those who are long dead, and
those who are not yet even conceived. I am just making the point that we often get into in
discussion utilitarianism, in that it is overbroad to conclude "greatest good for the greatest
number" but it takes a lot of thought and reflection, not all of which is easy or comforting, to
talk about the limits of the word.

An obvious example from the texts to include in such as discussion would be: "

39. The man who has best ordered the element of disquiet arising from external circumstances
has made those things that he could akin to himself, and the rest at least not alien; but with all
to which he could not do even this, he has refrained from mixing, and has expelled from his life
all which it was of advantage to treat thus."

Those are complicated issues and probably beyond the scope of what we're really needing to
discuss, or at least I think that it is pretty obvious that the real focus of what we're talking
about is probably more the common questions about dealing with people in our own
communities who don't, for whatever reason, conform to the norm of not physically harming
the rest of us.

1https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1593-welcome-camotero/?postID=7951#post7951

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1593-welcome-camotero/?postID=7951#post7951

