Characteristics of the Wise Man, 1-9 Rough Draft of
Outline

Post by “Godfrey” of May 30, 2020 at 9:05 PM

I'm wondering whether we need to. If the Epicurean life is guided by the pursuit of pleasure,
there is no hierarchy of pleasure, and the limit of pleasure is the removal of all pain and fear,
then intensity and duration of pleasure are meaningless, practically speaking. They are useful
only as rhetorical tools as in PD3 and PD9.

In other words, as long as you are pursuing a life of pleasure, what is most pleasant doesn't
matter. And it can't be measured in either intensity or duration. This is why Epicurus could have
such pleasure as he was dying in agony: he was still pursuing pleasure, and the pleasure of his
thoughts was driving out the pain of his strangury. Similarly for a sage on the rack.

A life of pleasure is pursued moment by moment. So wouldn't the proper measurement be the
feeling of pleasure in each moment? That would be duration. Wouldn't the greatest intensity
then be the lack of any pain in that moment?
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