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In January of 458C, in the midst of the crisis of the Roman civil war, Gaius Cassius (an Epicurean| explained to
Marcus Cicero (a Platonist) how the philosophy of Epicurus motivated his own hopes for the future.
Which of the following three passages are the words he chose? Is the difference in word choice significant?

(1)"Foritis hard to convince men that "the good is to be chosen for its own sake”; but that absence of pain
and tranquility of mind is acquired by virtue, justice, and the good is both true and demanstrable. Why,
Epicurus himself, from whom all the Catiuses and Amafiniuses in the world, incompetent translators of terms

as they are, derive their origin, ays it down that "o live a ife of absence of pain is impossible without ving a
life of virtue and justice". Consequently Pansa, who follows absence of pain, keeps his hold on virtue, and
those also whom you call absence-of-pain-lovers are lovers of what is good and lovers of justice, and cultivate
and keep allthe virtues"

(2) "Foritis hard to convince men that "the good is to be chosen for its own sake"; but that ataraxia

and tranquillty of mind is acquired by virtue, justice, and the good is both true and demonstrable. Why,
Epicurus himself, from whom all the Catiuses and Amafiniuses in the world, incompelent translators of terms
as they are, derive their oriqin, lays it down that "to live a life of ataraxia is impossible without living a

Ife of virtue and justice". Consequently Pansa, who follows ataraxia, keeps his hold on virtue, and

those also whom you call ataraxia-lovers are lovers of what s good and lovers of justice, and culvate

and keep allthe virtues"

(3) "Foritis hard to convince men that the good is to be chosen for ts own sake", but that pleasure

and tranquility of mind is acquired by virtue, justice, and the good is both true and demonstrable. Why,
Epicurus himself, from whom all the Catiuses and Amafiniuses in the world, incompelent translators of terms
as they are, derive their origin, lays it down that "to live a Ife of pleasure is impossible without iving

allfe of vitue and justice". Consequently Pansa, who follows pleasure, keeps his hold on virue, and

those also whom you call pleasure-lovers are lovers of what is good and lovers of justice, and cultivate
and keep all the virtues"

(4) "Foritis hard to convince men that "the good is o be chosen for its own sake"; but that eudaemonia
and tranquillty of mind is acquired by virtue, justice, and the good is both true and demonstrable. Why,
Epicurus himsel, from whom all the Catiuses and Amafiniuses in the world, incompetent translators of terms
as they are, derive their origin, lays it down that "to live a life of eudaemonia is impossible without living
alife of virtue and justice". Consequently Pansa, who follows eudaemonia, keeps his hold on virtue, and
those also whom you call eudaemonia-lovers are lovers of what is good and lovers of justice, and cultivate
and keep allthe virtues"

https://www.epicureanfriends.co
choice/?postID=782#post782



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/gallery/index.php?image%2F144-cassius-to-cicero-45-bc-a-question-of-word-choice%2F
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/media/40-cassiustocicero4-jpg/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/341-graphic-cassius-to-cicero-a-question-of-word-choice/?postID=782#post782
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/341-graphic-cassius-to-cicero-a-question-of-word-choice/?postID=782#post782

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/341-graphic-cassius-to-cicero-a-question-of-word-

choice/?postID=782#post782



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/media/40-cassiustocicero4-jpg/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/341-graphic-cassius-to-cicero-a-question-of-word-choice/?postID=782#post782
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/341-graphic-cassius-to-cicero-a-question-of-word-choice/?postID=782#post782

