Another Formulation of The "Absence of Pain" Issue,
This One in Response to Elevic

Post by “Cassius” of February 8, 2018 at 8:59 AM

Since we have mentioned a couple of difficult passages in this thread, we shouldn't forget this
one:

"For the end of all our actions is to be free from pain and fear, and, when once we have
attained all this, the tempest of the soul is laid; seeing that the living creature has no need to
go in search of something that is lacking, nor to look for anything else by which the good of the
soul and of the body will be fulfilled. When we are pained because of the absence of pleasure,
then, and then only, do we feel the need of pleasure."

My own preferred interpretation of this is that it goes along with the rest of the quantitative
analysis, and means that when our total experience is completely filled with pleasures, then we
have no need of any MORE pleasures, because our experience is already filled with pleasure
and therefore we need not look for any MORE - we could not even process any more if it were
available. But many a time | have seen this passage used to argue that the first sentence in the
passage means that "absence of pain" is the true goal, and that "pleasure" is not really needed
at all -- all we really need is "absence of pain."

We don't have Epicurus or authoritative Epicureans around today to explain these issues to us,
so we have to think about how we resolve these apparent contradictions.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/339-another-formulation-of-the-absence-of-pain-issue-this-one-in-
response-to-elevic/?postID=778#post778 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/339-another-formulation-of-the-absence-of-pain-issue-this-one-in-response-to-elevic/?postID=778#post778
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/339-another-formulation-of-the-absence-of-pain-issue-this-one-in-response-to-elevic/?postID=778#post778

