
Managing Expectations In The Study of Epicurus
Post by “Cassius” of May 10, 2020 at 1:32 PM

I found this part of a review of Konstan Tsouna - Konstan-AJPReviewbyVoulaTsouna.pdfby Voula
Tsouna. I think i agree with Konstan, and disagree with her, particular in the part I underlined in
red, where I think Tsouna is wrong (I agree with the blue and disagree with the red):

   

Maybe to be more precise, I don't have a dog in the fight about "rational or non-rational part of
the soul" at least at this point, but I think that the part in blue (absence of rationalizing /
opinion) is absolutely necessary for something to make sense to be part of the Epicurean
"canon of truth." This is where I strongly disagree with the "other Epicureans" or "Epicureans
generally" or whatever, who deviated from Epicurus and included more into the canon of truth,
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apparently because they did not understand why Epicurus was so adamant about this
distinction, as DeWitt points out. (And by doing so they introduce a "feedback loop" which
destroys the "neutrality" of the canon and allows "opinion" to take over).

It's not clear to me why Tsouna would want to advocate the position in the parts indicated in
red unless she was taking the part of these "other Epicureans" against Epicurus, and she is
trying to rescue "reason" to make it more of a component of the canon of truth than Epicurus
saw it to be --- and that would be a motivation we would expect many "academics" to take, as a
way to water down Epicurus' conclusion and perhaps be accommodating to Epicurus'
Platonic/Aristotelian/Stoic enemies.

And I definitely think this part of "managing expectations"..... it's important that people realize
that the "Canon of Truth' is not going to mean truth in the sense of "divine revelation" or
"absolutely universal ethics" or things like that.
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