Managing Expectations In The Study of Epicurus

Post by “Cassius” of May 9, 2020 at 4:07 PM

Vi. LIFE OF EPICURUS 16§
The internal sensations they say are two, pleasure and

pain, which occur to every living creature, and the one 1s
akin to nature and the other alien: by means of these two
choice and avoidance are determined. Of investigations
some concern actual things, others mere words. This is
 a brief summary of the division of their philosophy and
- their views on the criterion of truth.
Now we must proceed to the letter.

83 Such was his letter on Physics: then follows his letter
on Celestial Things.
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164 VI. VITA EPICURI
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Sequitur eprsiola ad Herodotum.
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Sequitur epistola ad Pythoclem.
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First of all, Herodotus, we must grasp the ideas attached 1 {
to words, in order that we may be able to refer to them 'fm:
and so to judge the inferences of opinion or problems of be1
investigation or reflection, so that we may not either leave :,,,';'
everything uncertain and go on explaining to infimty or

38 use words devoird of meaning For this purpose it 15
essential that the first mental image assnciated with eaeh
word should be regarded, and that there should be no
need of explanation, if we are really to have a standard to
which to refer a problem of investigation or reflection or
a mental inference. And besides we must keep all our a
investigations 1n accord with our sensations, and 1n par- j‘:;’l
ticular with the immediate apprehensions whether of the
mind or of any one of the instruments of judgement,
and likewise in accord with the feelings existing in us,
in order that we may have indications whereby we may
judge both the problem of sense-perception and the

unsecen.
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Others to consider:
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I. TO HERODOTUS 41

through iteelf to bodies  So that those who say that the
soul is incorporeal are talking idly. For [t would not be
able to met or be acted on in any respeet, il it were of chis
nature. But as it is, both these oceurrences are clearly

a8 duunguiuhed in respect of the soul, Now if one refersall T
these reasonings about the soul 1o the standards of hh' -
and sengation and remembers what was saild at the outset, =
he will see that they are sufficiently embraced in these
general formelae to enable him 1o work oot with cenainty
on this basis the deiails of the system as well.

1. TO HERODOTUS a7

that we ansociate it, and likewise also with internal feelings
or abscnce of [eeling, and with movements and states of
rest; in connexion with these last again we think of this
wvery perceplion as a peculiar kind of aceident, and in virtue
of this we call it time,

And in addition to what we have already said we muost V
believe that worlds, and indeed every limied compound &
body which contimaously exhibits & similar appearance to o
the things we see, were created from the infinite, and that T
all such things, greater and less alike, were separated off a
fram individual agglomerations of matter ; and that all are :
again dissolved, some more quickly, some more slowly, of
some suffering from one set of causes, others from another. 5}

74 And further we must beleve that these worlds were u

Menoeceus:
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9 of the blessed life, For we recognize pclcamullm I'ImP
good innate in us, and from pleasure we begin e'm::ctﬂ
of chodce and aveudance, and to pleasure we return again,
using the feeling as the standard by which we judge every
good.

Principal Doctrines:

SRR e

4y XXIV. If you repect any single sensation and faal to r
distinguish between the conclusion of opinion as to the I/
apprarance awaiting confirmation and that which is actually H
given by the sensation or feehag, or each intuitive ap-2
prehension of the mind, you will confound all other gruq-ui
tions as well with the same groundless opinion, so that
you will repect every standard of judgement. And o
among the mental images created by your opinion you
affirm both that which awas eonfirmation and that which
dees not, you will not escape ervor, sinee you will have
preserved the whole cause of doubt in every judpement
between what 15 right and what is wrong,
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