Epicurean Ethics And the Coronavirus Episode - A
Starting Point

Post by “Don” of April 29, 2020 at 5:49 PM

One thing | think we have to keep in mind when taking about Cicero is that On Ends doesn't
offer us a transcription of an actual Epicurean speaking to Cicero. As | understand it, Cicero is
using "Torquatus" as a character in his work to explain Epicureanism. | have no doubt Cicero
was generally accurate (he had living Epicureans to call "foul!" if he went too astray) but I'm
also sure her was very deliberate in his word choices for the Epicurean's "contribution" to the
"conversation." Cicero was no fan of Epicureanism and if he could provide a shade of meaning
he preferred to steer the interpretation his way, | have no doubt he did. So, there's that
problem of seeing Epicureanism "through a glass darkly" or at least through Cicero's "glasses."
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