Episode Fourteen - Atoms Are Solid And
Indestructible, and Constitute the Seeds of All
Things.

Post by “Don” of April 28, 2020 at 11:24 AM

Here are the sections translated as "seeds" in the Letter to Herodotus (numbers are to sections
in Diogenes Laertius). Perseus Digital Library uses the "Lives of Eminent Philosophers."
Diogenes Laertius. R.D. Hicks. Cambridge. Harvard University Press. 1972 (First published
1925).

Section 38 in that translation has "germs" but uses the same Greek word: ontéppa (sperma)
and each of the sections just uses a different declension. It literally means "seed." Below are
the sections for context. Here is a link to the Perseus Digital Library's Greek Word Study Tool
that has links to LSJ, Middle Liddell, Slater, and Autenrieth. | *love* that Greek Word Study Tool!
Also like Wiktionary for the declensions.

[38] ... For in that case anything would have arisen out of anything, standing as it would in no
need of its proper germs.

MEOTOV P&V 8TL 006&v yiveTal €k ToD PR 6vToG. AV YapP €K TMavTOCg Ey(veT’ GV OTMEPUA TWVY YE
o00B&v mpoadedpuevoy

This section uses onéppata (another declension)

[74] "And further, we must not suppose that the worlds have necessarily one and the same
shape. [On the contrary, in the twelfth book "On Nature" he himself says that the shapes of the
worlds differ, some being spherical, some oval, others again of shapes different from these.
They do not, however, admit of every shape. Nor are they living beings which have been
separated from the infinite.] For nobody can prove that in one sort of world there might not be
contained, whereas in another sort of world there could not possibly be, the seeds out of which
animals and plants arise and all the rest of the things we see. [And the same holds good for
their nurture in a world after they have arisen. And so too we must think it happens upon the
earth also.]

[74] "ETL 6& Kal TOUG KOOpouLG 00TE €€ Avaykng 6l vouillely Eva oxNUATIOUOV ExovTag : : [AAAX
Kal dlapdpoug adTtoLG év TH B’ Mepl pOocwe adTAC Pnowv: oDC HEV YapP OQaLPOEldelc, Kal
WOELBETC &AAOULC, Kal AAAOLOOXAHOVOC ETEPOULC: 00 pévTol AV oXApa Exew. ovdE TPa elvat
anokplOévta and tod amneipov.] ov6E yap Gv dnode(Eelev 006e(c, WG <€v> pEv TE TOODTW KOl
00K &v ZunepleAfeOn T& towadta oméppata, (€ OV A T Kal LT Kal T Ao mMavto <Td>
Bewpolueva guvioTaTal, év 68 TQ TOLoOTW OOK Gv £€6uvrdn. [WoadTwc 68 Kal évtpapfival. TOV
a0TOV 6& Tpdmov Kal mt YAC vouLoTéov. ]
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In the Letter to Pythocles, we find oTtEPUHATWY:

[89] "That there is an infinite number of such worlds can be perceived, and that such a world
may arise in a world or in one of the intermundia (by which term we mean the spaces between
worlds) in a tolerably empty space and not, as some maintain, in a vast space perfectly clear
and void.116 It arises when certain suitable seeds rush in from a single world or intermundium,
or from several, and undergo gradual additions or articulations or changes of place, it may be,
and waterings from appropriate sources, until they are matured and firmly settled in so far as
the foundations laid can receive them.

[89] "OtuL 6¢ kol ToloDToL KOopoL €iolv dmelpol TO MARABOG €0TL KaTaAaBelv, Kol &TL Kal O
TolodToC S0vatal KOouog yiveoBal Kal év KOOUW Kol JETOKOOW{W, 6 Aéyouevy PETAED KOOUWVY
dldotnua, €v MOAUKEVW TOMW Kol 00K €v HEYAAW ELALKPLVEL KAl KEVR, KABATEP TWWEG QaOLY,
EmTndelwy TWOYV OMEPUATWY PLEVTWY AP’ €vOG KOOUOL f) peETaKOOM{OL f) KOl AMO MAELOVWY
KOTO ULKPOV TIPOooBETelg Te Kal HLapBpwoelg Kal HETAOTAOELG TTOLOUVTWY £€m° GAAOV TOMOV, €AV
oUTw TOXN, KAl €napdeloelg ¢k TV €XOVTWY EmTNdelwg €wWG TEAELWOEWG Kal SLAPOVAG €@’
6oov ta LMOBANBEVTA BepEALa THV TPoadoynv duvaTal notelodat.

This section uses the same word, different declension: onepudTtwy
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