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That's a great quote from Jefferson! I haven't, thankfully, read much Plato, but every time that I
do I'm appalled by his sophomoric thinking. Jefferson expressed exactly what I would say if I
had his skills, and it's reassuring to hear it from a respected historical figure such as him.

I, too, wonder what Socrates would have written. Holmes/Doyle is an excellent comparison. Not
analogous but perhaps equally relevant is how what remains of the words of Epicurus have
been muddled over time.

Thinking back on the path that led me to Epicurus.... From very early adulthood, Eastern
philosophy somehow seemed more relevant than that of the West. After engaging with the East
for a time I became frustrated with the obfuscation involved, some of it cultural and some of it
inherent in the philosophies. This, and the timely popularity of the Stoics, led me to the Greeks
and then to Epicurus. It wasn't until discovering Epicurus and his forebears and descendents
that I realized the West actually did have a relevant philosophy.

Referring back to the piece I linked to at the beginning of this thread (which wasn't actually the
point of the thread), it's truly amazing that so many of the ideas of Epicurus are generally
accepted parts of modern culture. Except for his ideas relating to personal freedom and the
good life. Attempting to understand the reasons for the widespread acceptance of Plato and of
religion is an illuminating but exceptionally frustrating exercise to come to grips with how
humanity wasted so much potential.
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