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Post by “Cassius” of April 17, 2020 at 9:09 AM

Don - Oh absolutely it pays to be skeptical, of both DeWitt, AND of the "orthodox and syncratic
interpretation" -- especially when the "orthodox and syncratic" interpretation leads to a view
that harmonizes Epicurus with the Platonists and the Stoics, given that the Platonists and Stoics
of the time, who had access to much better information than do we, reach very ANTI-
harmonizing conclusions themselves (about each other, in denouncing each other).

And as another observation, it pays to consider that someone could reasonably take the
position that the existing academic consensus is terribly wrong, especially since that appears to
be exactly what Epicurus himself did in rejecting many of the Platonic and Aristotelian
foundations of the philosophy of his time.
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