Thoughts and Concerns in Chapter 2

Post by “Cassius” of April 13, 2020 at 1:09 PM

This is what | recall as to "sound mind in sound body" --
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Wemem oulture and dervives is chowsght amd lisemature down i our
day. In Rome, where Epicurean seaching ander Augusmos wes forced
imo anonymdry, ihis ideal was publicired by che pore Horace, theugh
werhalfy comcealed with such palnsiaking lebicity in & messic af diciin
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An expanded rendering is best: “1 bave made preparstions for vy
old sge. Grant me, child of Leto, health 0 enjoy them, and 1 bescech
you, @l with soundness of mind.” The same dualism presemts isel
again in the lamows satire of the Incomparable Pesomiis: bonam
menfem bomemgue wletudinem abe efifarunl)! “ihey wished ane an
other bealth of mind and health of body” Tt also furnished a mem
orzble fimale for the famous srive of Jusesal: mens sena fa corpore
saRD.

| now realize that part of what we may be observing here is that DeWitt wrote the early
chapters, as he says, following the model of Epicurus himself, starting with a synopsis of the
whole, at a higher level of outline, while reserving the details of his analysis for later chapters.
So the quoted part takes place much later in the book, under Chapter TWELVE - "The New
Hedonism" - rather than in the highest-level outline, chapter one.

Rather than being a defect this is intentional and | think beneficial. The Epicurean model was to
make sure that the final conclusions were not buried under mounds of academic verbiage. You
play fair with the reader by telling him very early where you are going. Then if the reader wants
to stick around for the evidence that supports the detail, then he can do so, but the primary
outline of Epicurean philosophy is not buried under tons of words that only the hard-core
academic is going to dig out. That's the way life is - we only get a short time to engage with any
one person before they tend to move along to something else, so you need to tell them as
quickly as possible what is important about the detail, if they choose to pursue it.

So that's the most general answer to this comment:

Quote from Eugenios

DeWitt's penchant for making assertions with no context or citations or context.

- yes that's the "multi-level outline" model as suggested by Epicurus himself in the letter to
Herodotus.
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