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I also smiled sarcastically when I saw this clip:

Of course, Slattery means "materialist" in an entirely different way than did Epicurus -but
Epicurus is nothing if not a "materialist!"

People like Slattery in this work reduce "materialism" to "commercialism" and act as if it's just
impossible for them to avoid buying those shiny trinkets in the window, and THAT is the major
issue of the modern world. Geesh.

But understanding Epicurus really doesn't matter for someone whose goals are essentially
political ("green" in this case) and aimed at "quieting desire" -- which is pure Buddhism.

There are many books out there like this, which start with a preferred social/political viewpoint,
and try to enlist Epicurus in aid of their own conclusions. This is not a helpful approach - at all.
Catherine Wilson does some of this too, but at least she spends much more time explaining the
details of the philosophy, and I always get the impression, at least in watching her videos, that
she knows she is over the line and is even somewhat embarrassed because she realizes that
she isn't REALLY following Epicurus.
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