PD20 - Commentary on PD 20

Post by “Cassius” of March 26, 2020 at 9:41 AM

| don't mean my question to be a trick one, so | will go ahead and say that | think that the
question "What is the best life?" may not be a valid question, in that the term "best life" is
probably like the term "the good" in at least several respects:

(1) that whatever conceptual definition we give to it is inherently going to fall short of
describing reality, just like math doesn't give a full description of reality, for which reason
Epicurus was so suspicious of abstract logic,

and

(2) If we presume (we should not presume, this needs to be nailed down) that feeling (including
Pleasure) is, at least within limits natural to a species, something that is inherently subjective,
then "the best life" (which surely in Epicurean terms is also defined in terms of pleasure) is also
going to be something that Epicurus would have viewed as inherently subjective.

So the term "best life" is going to have lots of aspects to consider before it can even be clearly
discussed.
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