"Choice" and "Avoidance"

Post by “Cassius” of March 24, 2020 at 7:58 PM

To be sure | connect directly:

Quote from Eugenios

IF our "Choices and Rejections" make it possible for us to discern and decide which
pleasures to choose and which pains to reject (and vice versa), is the "faculty" that
*allows* us to make those choices and rejections (wisdom? prudence?) more important
than the pleasures themselves? Or are the pleasures themselves (once they are
chosen) that will lead to more pleasures the important part?

In other words: The Goal, the Telos, the Greatest Good is Pleasure; BUT the way to
achieve the goal - the way to walk the path - is through the wisdom to make those
choices and rejections. Pleasure = Goal;, Wisdom (to make choices/rejections) =
Instrumental Means... like Virtue is a Means to the Goal.

Have | answered my own question? Thoughts?

As to the faculty that allows us to make these choices and avoidances, that is likely to be
considered in Epicurean terms to be the "canon of truth," which in its three legs INCLUDES
pleasure itself as one of the legs (feeling) along with the five senses and the anticipations.

Thus "the wisdom to make those choices and rejections" becomes intelligent application of the
canon of truth, where "intelligent" means that we apply the three legs properly after learning
how they operate, including through images, and the study of the three legs themselves.

| think you've pretty much answered your own questions properly. Wisdom is just like virtue, a
tool toward the goal, which is made necessary due to human nature being what it is, which
requires us to act in certain ways to pursue pleasure and avoid pain successfully.
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