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I was thinking on these things again today, after recalling to mind the destruction of the
Buddhas of Bamiyan by the Taliban in 2001.

Monumentation has become an important word in my new line of work. Just yesterday, in the
sprawling pine woods north of Choctawhatchee Bay, our survey party came upon a concrete
post 4 feet high and 4 inches square, circled all round with greenery; an enduring emblem of
proprietorship set down a century ago by the paper company that owned this forest.

The shell-middens of the Muscogee Creek Indians are much older still—and still in evidence all
along these waters. More recently than the Indians, the settlers have left their own evidence:
Hurdy pots (used for collecting turpentine), tumbledown fences, logging roads from nowhere to
nowhere; by these and other devices they have left their mark.

There are some among the older surveyors who can detect a section line by the way the trees
grow. By such scant evidence they can sniff out a section corner. And how much greater is the
evidence for the goodness of pleasure! It must occur to all—it is self-evident. Let the priests of
fable shout until they are hoarse; it will not stop all sensible folk from coming to their senses.
There, then, is our chance and hope: that the school of Epicurus will never be forsaken, so long
as there are men and women who are prepared to come to their senses.
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