Hypotheticals: Would An Epicurean Hook Himself Up
To An "Experience Machine" or a "Pleasure
Machine"?

Post by “Cassius” of March 23, 2020 at 11:16 AM

Here from Book | line 640 or so (Munro) is one of the reasons that we face the task of dealing
with imaginary hypotheticals like this -- and the problem is not limited to "fools."

It is a natural human condition that we are fascinated with things - such as this hypothetical -
that seem ohscure. and conceal thinas under involved lanauaae. and can "tickle the ears and
For which reasons they who have held fire to be the matter of
things and the sum to be formed out of fire alone, are seen to have
strayed most widely from true reason. At the head of whom
enters [HEFEENENE to do battle, famous for obscurity more among
the frivolous than the earnest Greeks who seek the truth. For
fools admire and hike all things the more which they perceive to
be concealed under involved language, and determine things to be
true which can prettily tickle the ears and are varnished over
with finely sounding phrase.
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