Hypotheticals: Would An Epicurean Hook Himself Up
To An "Experience Machine" or a "Pleasure
Machine"?

Post by “Cassius” of March 23, 2020 at 11:09 AM

Refarancec tn tha ahcance nf a "nattarn (hlnanrint / enecificgtion / objective standard), even in

78 Book 11, ll. 373-404

some difference between their forms. And in like manner
we see the race of shells painting the lap of earth, where
with its gentle waves the sea beats on the thirsty sand
of the winding shore. Wherefore again and again in
the same way it must needs be, since the first-beginnings
of things are made by nature and not fashioned by hand
to the fixed form of one PEEtERm, that some of them fly
about with shapes unlike one another.

192 Book V, Il. 180-209

in the ranks of the living, what harm is it never to have

been made? Further, how was there first implanted in
iy gods a [FEEEEE for the begetting of things, yea, and

a the concept of man,® so that they might know and see
in_their mind what they wished to do, or in what way
was the power of the first-beginnings ever learnt, or what
they could do when they shifted their order one with the
other, if nature did not herself give a model of creation?
For so many first-beginnings of things in many ways,
driven on by blows from time everlasting untl now, and
i« moved by their own weight, have been wont to be borne
on, and to unite in every way, and essay everything that
they might create, meeting one with another, that it is
no wonder if they have fallen also into such arrangements,
and have passed into such movements, as those whereby
this present sum of things is carried on, ever and again
replenished.
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