Hypotheticals: Would An Epicurean Hook Himself Up
To An "Experience Machine" or a "Pleasure
Machine"?

Post by “Elli” of March 23, 2020 at 10:44 AM

| agree with Cassius who wrote : <<Epicurus held, according to Diogenes Laertius, that "the
feelings are two, pleasure and pain..." and that all feelings fit within one designation of the
other. And we know from the letter to Menoeceus explicitly that all good and evil come to us
through sensations, which are things that are felt. Put it all together and you have the
framework by which to analyze the experience machine or any other challenge to pleasure>>.

Nature creates us, with our faculties which are senses and feelings for living a pleasant life. We
have been evolved and we still being evolve in accordance with the environment of Nature.
Machines are just means that are created by us. However, we are not wiser than Nature, and
there never were or will be perfect machines, perfect ideas and perfect worlds somewhere.

For the creation, Epicurus said that all things and the phenomena are proceeding in
combination and in sequence on the basis of : and the need (laws of Nature), and the chance,
and the swerve (freedom of our choices).

But really, what is higher we that we make the machines OR Nature? Nature of course. No one
could replace Nature in the creation of things. She is the boss and the boss says to all beings,
you have a limited time for living, thus DO such actions to feel pleasure and avoid pain, or
sometimes chose pain for feeling a greater pleasure.

These are the machines as described poetically by D. Liantinis
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