Happy Twentieth of March 2020!
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a good time to do so!

Happy Twentieth to everyone here in the
Epicurean philosophy group. We're going through a
time of major testing for all of us, and there's
never been a time to test all allegations about "the
truth" against the evidence of the senses! If you've
never read the short piece "Alexander the Oracle-
Monger" by Lucian, which detalls Epicurean
skepticism and inquiry in the face of fraud, now is
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And at this point, my dear Celsus, we may, if we will be candid, make some
allowance for these Paphlagonians and Pontics; the poor uneducated ‘fat-
heads’ might well be taken in when they handled the serpent—a privilege
conceded to all who choose—and saw in that dim light its head with the mouth
that opened and shut. It was an occasion for a Democritus, nay, for an
Epicurus or a Metrodorus, perhaps, a man whose intelligence was steeled

against such assaults by skepticism and insight, one who, if he could not

detect the precise imposture, would at any rate have been perfectly certain

that, though this escaped him, the whole thing was a lie and an impossibility.
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My object, dear friend, in making this small selection from a great mass of
material has been twofold. First, I was willing to oblige a friend and comrade
who is for me the pattern of wisdom, sincerity, good humor, justice,
tranquillity, and geniality. But secondly I was still more concerned (a
preference which you may be far from resenting) to strike a blow for Epicurus,
that great man whose holiness and divinity of nature were not shams, who
alone had and imparted true insight into the good, and who brought
deliverance to all that consorted with him. Yet I think causal readers too may
find my essay not unserviceable, since it is not only destructive, but for men of
sense, constructive also.
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