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Yes, I think we do agree. Epicurus built his whole philosophy to do this. Lucretius built his whole
poem to establish why other philosophies and Religion, writ large, were unsatisfactory and even
dangerous individually and as a society.

My contention through our discussion is just that I think you're trying to make this one brick (KD
10) do more work than it has to. It's just one brick in the fortress, holding up other bricks and
being held up by others (to overuse my metaphor). *I* think it's fine for this one brick to say the
things giving pleasure to the profligate are not going to dispel their fears and teach them the
limits of pleasure. Then we go on to other bricks to get more detail on the inadequacy of virtue
as the goal of life, why we can't be Skeptics and still function in the world, why the study of
nature is so important, and so on.
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