PD10 - Commentary on KD 10

Post by “Don” of March 17, 2020 at 9:12 PM

An interesting take, but...

Quote from Cassius

Have the anti-Epicureans been arguing that it is difficult to predict that relentless
drinking and debauchery will ultimately lead to pain that outweighs the pleasure that
was involved initially? Have the anti-Epicureans been saying that Epicurus was too
tough and too judgmental on people who didn't have the judgment to stop drinking
before it was too late?

Or have the anti-Epicureans been arguing against his message that there is is no
absolute rule-making authority, and that their gods and their virtue are meaningless or
worse?

Which message more distinguishes Epicurus, and therefore is so important to
understand that it makes the "top ten" list of important things for Epicurean students to
remember?
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... would say let the anti-Epicureans take a one-way trip with Charon across the Styx
(figuratively, speaking, of course If). From my perspective, The Principal Doctrines weren't
made for them or to refute their ignorant philosophies. The epitomes were written for
Epicureans by Epicureans to have a ready summary to review and memorize. Just as VS 26
says: Understand that short discourses and long discourses both achieve the same thing. We
are lucky to even have what we have to even discuss different interpretations, but the
teachings are all encapsulated in both long and short discourses (even the 4-line

Tetrapharmakos). So, technically, PD 10 made the Top 40. =

My take is that, for an Epicurean, this Doctrine reminds us to ignore society and culture telling
us that more is better, greed is good, and that true pleasure has limits and we would do well to
remember that, otherwise we could end up with more pain than pleasure in our life. Society and
culture can speak with bullhorns. Ignore them! I'm not saying that's the only import of PD 10,
but | believe it's an important one.

| find it interesting that PD 10 is sandwiched between PD 9 and 11. This is surely another
discussion = but PD 9 seems to reinforce "Pleasure is pleasure, period" (what we've been
saying in 10) and 11 talks about the same fears in 10 that aren't allayed by the overindulgence
of the profligate. | think there *may* be some significance in the context and order of those 3,
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and I'm sure I'm not the first to say it. Just cogitating out loud.
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