
On Covid19 And Ruthlessly Taking The Measure Of
Our Values (New York Times Article by Stephen
Greenblatt)
Post by “Joshua” of March 17, 2020 at 1:42 PM

I don't have time to read that all just now, but one 'problem' often cited by Medievalists against
Greenblatt (A Renaissance scholar) was his 'misunderstanding' of Medieval literacy and
scholarship. I read one of these arguments saying, in effect, that books were "valued almost to
the point of being magical" in the Middle Ages. The person was citing this as an example of
literacy.

I'm sorry, but that is not an example of literacy. It's an example of ILLITERACY!!!

Books are useful, and interesting, and worth treasuring; but there's nothing talismanic about
them. Only someone who couldn't read would think that there was.

So I just don't have much time for disgruntled Medievalists.
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