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I *think* we may have come to a mutual agreement!

I believe we're both agreeing with the "proof is in the pudding" and I would concur with your
assertion that Epicurus would agree with #1 (general rules, general categories, "not that God or
virtue or anything else makes it "evil" or "always wrong."") but reject #2 ("absolute standard by
which we can say that a particular course of conduct is ALWAYS worthy of reproach").

I also find the "general category" idea in keeping with Epicurean reasoning by inference as I
understand it and comparing similar cases : If this is usually the case, and this case looks like
that case, this is going to be the likely result. Likewise, in this Doctrine, if "party hard" behavior
usually leads to pain, chances are that if you engage in that, you're going to experience more
pain than pleasure. For that reason, we're going to "strongly advise" (read: reproach) you to not
go down that path. As Epicureans, we'd like to offer an alternative perspective for you to
consider. But, hey, it's up to you.
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