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I *think* I see where you're going with this, Cassius . Let me provide a little more of my
understanding, trying to incorporate what I think you are saying.
τὰ ποιητικὰ τῶν περὶ τοὺς ἀσώτους ἡδονῶν means "Those things which produce the
pleasures of the profligate (ἀσώτοι)." That's what the text says. Period.
So, what produces "the pleasures of the profligate"? I imagine this would refer to what is
typically associated with decadent behavior: too much alcohol, too many drugs, too much
dangerous sex, too much rich food, etc. All these things *would* result in pleasure. And, as
Epicurus said, no pleasure is in itself an evil but some pleasures should be chosen while others
should be rejected for future pleasures. I understand this Doctrine to speak directly to that
precept.
The problem for the profligate is that they don't respect the natural limits of pleasure and so
would, more than likely, see "those things which produce" their pleasures result in pains
greater than the pleasure experienced. They are pleasures which have been excessively
overindulged in by the profligate, which is what opens them up to reproach and blame. They
have not utilized their choices and rejections wisely. They have not practiced prudence, which
is one of the features of leading a pleasurable life, and so, even though they experience
pleasure, they are, in the end, going to experience more pain because they don't respect the
limits of pleasure or will not have their existential fears assuaged.
Epicurus isn't putting forth a standard of pleasure here. Pleasure is pleasure. Period. What I
believe he's saying here is:
If an overabundance of alcohol, overindulgence in dangerous sex, overeating rich food, allayed
the profligate's fears and taught them the limits of pleasure, we'd have no reason to reproach
them. (But, if they keep ignoring the limits of pleasure and are not practicing prudence to attain
the greatest good, which is maximizing pleasure in one's life, we can reproach them for their
unwise behavior.)
That's my take on this Doctrine.
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