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Hmmm. i am not sure I am with you Eugenios.

I would be concerned that when you add in phrases like "I say are important" and "I teach" then
you are suggesting that Epicurus was willing to substitute his own personal experience feeling
for those of the person being discussed, and I cannot see that he would have allowed such an
interpretation.

Now because Epicurus WAS practical, he observed that "most people" do in fact have their
painful emotions grouped in certain categories, such as fear of the afterlife and fear of
punishing gods in this life, so statistically speaking those are the ones to be on guard against.

But to suggest that one person can say with certainty that another "should feel" in a certain
way seems to me to be disallowed by the "atomist' system.

I see this as basically "Depraved people do not achieve pure pleasure because their version of
depravity generates practically, in their experience, pain that outweighs the pleasure they gain
from their depravity."

I think it's worth considering too that the word"outweighs" or the phrase "more pain than
pleasure" is necessarily broad (even ambiguous) because I don't think Epicurus would say it is
possible to quantify "objectively" how a person is going to rank pleasure or pain in terms of
type, or intensity, or duration. While we can generalize pretty easily, it seems to me also pretty
clear that we can reduce this down to mathematical comparisons.

If we could (or "had a right to") take precise positions on how to rank particular pleasures and
pain, then all this could be reduced to idealistic formulas, but as I see Epicurus' philosophy, that
is impossible. And it's that impossibility that leads to observations such as PD10 -- there is NO
WAY to make a judgment "beforehand" about any person's choice of pleasure and pain because
pleasure and pain are individual subjective experiences.

What do you think of that?
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