Consequentialism & Moral Relativism within the
context of Pleasure-filled Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of March 16, 2020 at 9:03 PM

I am coming back to this thread because | want to make a brief point, but I think this is not
really the thread | am looking for. Somewhere recently | was making the argument that
Epicurus was very clear that there are only two feelings, pleasure and pain, and that this is the
foundation of so much else in terms of understanding that pleasure is the ultimate goal. (Very
few people want to advocate pain, they simply want to advocate something else.)

But what i was looking for was a post where | was listing the cites in Epicurean texts which
make this point. Until | find it | will post it here because it is relevant here too:

| generally remember to point to Diogenes Laertius for this "the feelings are two" point, and
also to a passage in the letter to Herodotus, but here is a passage from Torquatus / On Ends
that really needs highlighting in this context. It is said here in passing, but in very clear terms: if
you are feeling ANYTHING, that feeling is either Pleasure OR Pain:

"A maan wiha e FrAancrianie AfF hiec Franditian af all manek qecessarily feel either pleasure

‘ BOOK I xi

38 place. Epicurus consequently maintained that there
is no such thing as a neutral state of feeling inter-
mediate between pleasure and pain; for the state
supposed by some thinkers to be neutral, being
characterized as it is by entire absence of pain, is it-
self, he held, a pleasure, and, what is more, a pleasure
of the highest order. A man who is conscious of his
condition at all must necessarily feel either pleasure

| or_pain, But_ cum_pletF abaencv_a gf pain Epimru.'s_

Here is the Latin:
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CICERO DE FINIBUS
38 voluptatis. [taque non placuit Epicuro medium esse
quiddam inter dolorem et voluptatem; illud enim
ipsum quod quibusdam medium videretur, cum omni
dolore careret, non modo voluptatem esse verum

etiam summam voluptatem. Quisquis enim sentit

quemadmodum sit affectus, eum necesse est aut in
voluptate esse aut in dolore. Omnis autem privatione
doloris putat Epicurus terminari summam voluptatem,
ut postea variari voluptas distinguique possit, augeri
39 amplificarique non possit. At etiam Athenis, ut a
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