Episode Nine - The Evidence That Atoms Exist, Even
Though They Are Unseen

Post by “Don” of March 12, 2020 at 8:26 PM

Fair points, Cassius ~ Allow me to rephrase my thoughts.

By using "wanting" | wanted to convey that if you're envious, you want something. You're
lacking something you want, something you feel that you deserve. From my perspective,
Lucretius is saying our vision is jealous in the sense that it "wants" to see all of Nature's
secrets, greedy to see everything hidden from view... but it can't. But our vision just isn't
capable of seeing atoms, so Lucretius is telling us how we can perceive them by analogy and by
using our other senses (including our mental sense).

-

As to the barred doors of Nature, | have thoughts. (Hard to believe, | know =) From my
perspective, this is nothing more than Lucretius exercising his poetic muscles. This language is
simply describing, in a poetic manner, the idea that Epicurus was the first to reveal the secrets
of nature that no one else could figure out. Before Epicurus, nature's processes were accepted
as being under the control of the gods or other supernatural forces. The processes behind "the
nature of things" were hidden behind "the close-set bolts upon the doors of nature" to simply
use poetic language. That's so much better than just saying "Epicurus figured things out that no
one else figured out before him because he was really smart." There is no one or no thing
standing guard at actual or figurative doors. It's simply poetry: the honey on the rim of the cup
of wormwood.
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