Epicurean Attitudes Toward Emotion

Post by “Elli” of March 10, 2020 at 1:24 PM

Another example is here : «Kevog ékeivov @Aoadpov Adyoc, VY’ o0 undév mddog &vOpwmou
BepanedeTal Womep Ya&p latplkig o0dev dpeAoC pri TAC vOooLG TRV CWHATWY €KBaAAovong,
00TWCG oVv6E QLAocopiacg, €l U T TAC YuxAG EKBAAAEL TABOC».

"A philosopher's words are empty (or vain) if they do not heal the suffering of man. For just as
medicine is useless if it does not remove sickness from the body, so philosophy is useless if it
does not remove suffering from the soul".

As for the desires Epicurus to be called as empty or vain...Imo Epicurus does not judge the
desires for themselves, he does not say anywhere to eliminate our desires for reaching any
Nirvana. No, he just judges/measures the consequences of some of the desires. The vain/empty
desires usually lead to nothing!

Example : We could say as empty or vain desires those that are based on idealism. e.g. we will
save all the world, all we can get along, virtue for the sake of virtue, the greatest good for the
greatest number, the absolute justice that exists in the world of ideas, the
ideologies/obsessions of all -isms etc etc.
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