
What "Live Unknown" means to me (Lathe Biosas)
Post by “Cassius” of March 8, 2020 at 9:00 AM

Quote from Eugenios

I had also forgotten before writing this that the source for this fragment is Plutarch's
diatribe against this very Fragment itself. So, already in that respect, we're at a
disadvantage! The very source of the (let's say) "infamous" saying of Epicurus is a
polemic against that very "infamous" saying of Epicurus taken out of context to attack
him! That's a vicious circle if I ever saw one. 

Thank you for looking that up Eugenios, when I wrote I failed to take the time to do that - but
you are exactly right from my perspective.

Quote from Eugenios

but was NOT disengaged from society, his friends, and those that sought him out.

Yes that's the key from my perspective. Unfortunately the "live unknown" is used primarily (in
my experience) to imply the opposite, and that Epicurus was essentially a hermit. Used
properly the phrase gives us lots of good warning about things to avoid, but improperly it
reinforces one of the worst and most untrue stereotypes by Epicurus' enemies.
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