PDO1 - Blessed and Imperishable?

Post by “Cassius” of March 3, 2020 at 8:39 PM

Eugenious | am not sure | understand your comment. As far as getting hung up, the original
point, was it not, was whether an Epicurean god is "immortal" or not by nature? And your
secondary point was that you were concerned that "immortal" might mean that this attribute
was irrelevant to humans, since humans are not immortal? And perhaps an even more subtle
point was whether DeWitt was correct in not using "immortal" in his translation?

| think ultimately Dewitt is indicating his value by pointing us in the direction that you are
looking, which is not what "immortal" conveys. DeWitt's view is at least in part that like
humans, gods too must act to sustain their lives and happiness; they are not mystically
immortal.

Quote from Eugenios

We know we are mortal. Epicurus and Lucretius proclaim that. So interpreting how we
mortals can be imperishable beings isn't readily apparent at first. But this doctrine - all
the Principal Doctrines - have to be applicable to our lives, otherwise of what use are
they to us? Epicurus was adamant that philosophy had to be practical and to improve
one's life. Re-examining the connotations of &@BapTtoc allows us to see that that idea
doesn't have to be a mystical iimperishability but one rooted in the here and now.
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