Alan Watts

Post by “Cassius” of March 1, 2020 at 8:49 AM

| have reviewed that video and | do not recommend it to the members of the group. The main
question in my mind is whether it deserves the time for an elaborate refutation or is so clearly
essentially stoic and theistic in nature as to write off the discussion as unproductive. There are
parts in the beginning that are ok, it seems to me, so you may be sincerely thinking that there
are Epicurean aspects to this, but by the end it is very clear that this has little if anything to do
with an Epicurean view of the universe and the goal of life. And of course as the title suggests,
the video comes down against "only pursuing pleasure" before it ends up in a Stoic / Divine fire
extravaganza.

| think this may be one of your first posts here (maybe the first) and so | don't mean this to be
harsh. What | would like to point out more than anything else is that if you can find the time to
read Norman DeWitt's "Epicurus and His Philosophy" you'll have no trouble seeing how utterly
incompatible these ideas are with what Epicurus taught. However | am well aware that lots of
people who fancy themselves Epicurean follow almost all the views stated in this video, so all
sorts of mistakes are understandable. But the way out of this confusion is available for those
who desire to look for it.

I note that this video does not in any way represent itself to be Epicurean, so the video itself is
not the source of any misunderstanding. The source of the problem is the superficial view of
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Epicurus promoted so many places - but not in this Facebook group =
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