Tranquility v Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of February 24, 2020 at 10:27 PM

| don't think that's necessarily the case, but it often is. [Restated: It is not necessarily the case
that all pleasure requires some pain, but it is often the case that achieving certain pleasures
requires some amount of pain.]

Should | anticipate that you are thinking that pleasures which cost nothing in pain are somehow
superior than those which require pain? | don't think that there is any reason to say that at all.
There is no objective ranking of pleasures by any outside factor -- and i think that that is where
DeWitt is going with his "Unity of pleasure" chapter.

There is no way to say absolutely that one pleasure is greater than another. The pleasure of
smelling a rose has no objective sanction to be greater, or lesser, than the pleasure of standing
on top of Mount Everest. In a universe in which there is no center or no creater telling us that a
single perspective is the correct one, it is in the nature of things that every being gets to make
its own estimation of what is, to it, the pleasures worth striving for.
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