Does Baloo Speak for Epicurus In the Song "Bare
Necessities" from "The Jungle Book" Movie?
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Of course, the joke in that song is that while singing it, Baloo, a bear, is demonstrating "bear
necessities" to Mowgli. It's obvious Baloo is completely missing that Mowgli can't make use of
bear necessities, because he is human-- Mowgli fumbles when trying to copy Baloo. Bagheera is
watching them and gets what is going on.

Baloo's necessities, despite being presented with the play on "bare", are as luxurious as a bear
could imagine, which is also part of the joke-- that he's going on about simple, etc, while he is
eating delicious food and playing. Who wouldn't want to eat pawpaws and swim in a beautiful
river? It's like a person on an expensive tropical vacation bragging about their simple life. We
are supposed to get that this bear is _not living a restricted life. He has a pleasurable life.
Pleasure itself is shown as the bear necessity.

If you take it beyond the species-specific message, you could say that the individuals have their
own pleasures-- just as a bear pleasure necessity is not a human pleasure necessity, one
person's pleasure is not always another's. Bagheera knows that, and that pain is the result of
not getting the message. Mowgli lets pleasure guide him at the end, not just his species
pleasure but his own.
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