The Neglect of Metrodorus’ Economics

Post by “Cassius” of February 18, 2020 at 5:19 AM

Quote from Mike Anyayahan

As far as | understood, Epicurus seems to be telling us that the equivalent value of
pleasure that we can find in a significant amount of material resources can also be
found in poverty.

If that is the case, it is vain and unnecessary to desire a significant amount of material
resources more than what poverty can equally offer.

| would say that the "can" in the first sentence would need to be "may under certain
circumstances" and that the "if that is the case" is the controlling aspect of the second
sentence. And also that wealth and poverty are figurative terms, which means that they are
relative and not absolute (literal).

Otherwise it is very easy to end up sounding like Epicurus is advising pursuit of only the "bare
necessities" of life, which we know from many texts, not the least of which is the list of property
which Epicurus left in his, is not the choice that Epicurus made for himself. In fact as far as |
know there is not a single recorded instance of an ancient Epicurean being devoted to poverty
and living as an ascetic.
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