
The Neglect of Metrodorus’ Economics
Post by “Cassius” of February 16, 2020 at 4:24 PM

Quote from Hiram

The only favor I ask of you moving forward is never again to accuse me of making up
doctrines or putting words in the mouth of Epicurus or Metrodorus without first
consulting the sources in good faith. That is a huge accusation, and I would never
accuse other of that in that manner, particularly without checking the sources first.

Hiram -- Courtesy goes in many ways, and I can't fail to note that your title of this thread, "The
Neglect of Metrodorus' Economics" was from the very beginning an accusation that those of us
here were "neglecting" something that you find to be important. In fact as I reread your first
sentence here, is the essence of your accusation that I or others are complaining that you put
words in the mouth of Epicurean leaders without checking the sources first? Or that you are
putting incorrect doctrines in their mouths?

As far as the critical comments in this thread go, the essential point is that you are suggesting
that "natural measure" constitutes an absolute test based on something other than pleasure,
and that's a substantive disagreement that is separate from the issue of whether you are
putting those words in their mouths. As far as "without checking the sources first" I am sure you
have checked them to some extent, but as I see it you regularly fail to stress how speculative
and reconstructed many of these quotes really are.

Both are issues of substantive disagreement, not intended to be personal insults. But they are
serious issues of substantive disagreement, and at some point if you don't see it necessary to
closely document your sources, and if you are also committed to looking for absolute-based
standards of conduct not based on pleasure and pain, then I think we'll all conclude that it
would be better to be more careful in what you post here rather than risk disagreement on
substance appearing to be personal.

It's not personal - these are just very important issues.
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