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Quote from Cassius

I also find these sections in red borderline ridiculous, and this emphasizes to me that it
is useless and counterproductive to keep talking about "measure of wealth" without
defining what we mean. How is this "measure of wealth" any different from any other
measure of any other tool for happiness in the Epicurean perspective? I don't think it is,
so why imply that there is some magic here? (talking to the writer, not to you, Hiram).

This is the importance of working with this material.

The conclusion says that we believe ( meaning, METRODORUS taught) that wealth is preferable
to poverty. We should elaborate in our writings and commentaries on why that is.

Also we must never lose sight of the fact that Epicurean philosophy is a coherent system and all
things refer to the first principles.

This natural measure of wealth is not arbitrary, it cannot be, its based on nature and
corresponds to the natural and necessary goods which, in LMenoeceus, is what’s needed for
life, health and happiness. The doctrine of the natural measure of wealth was central to
Metrodorus economics and his emphasis on self sufficiency. To love pleasantly we need to
secure these things and have the confident expectation that we will be able to secure them in
the future. I think this is the core of Metrodorus’ theories about household management and
economics.

Also the natural measure of wealth, by nature’s definition is not poverty, this is a mis
interpretation by the commenter.

Also according to Philodemus, Metrodorus was highly critical of the cynics, so if we try to
imagine what this consisted of, we can clearly articulate an Epicurean position against poverty
and destitution, which is what the cynics represented.

(If we wanted to have fun with this, we COULD use the parody of foul-smelling Gryphon visiting
the Garden in Few Days in athens, to illustrate what metrodorus would’ve been criticizing )
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