Feedback From A User

Post by “Cassius” of February 13, 2020 at 4:49 PM

Excellent question and very deep subject Lee. | will be interested to see what others have to
say.

It would probably help a lot to attempt to come up with a more clear statement of what the
"problem of universals" really means, because | agree that you are right to see all this as of
critical importance.

Plato suggested that some form of universals exist in his realm of ideas; Aristotle suggested
that some form of universals exist in his "essences" - | am not sure we have really established
what exactly Epicurus held on the subject other than inferentially from the observation that
nothing has eternal unchanging existence except the elemental particles. | think that has very
clear implications for certain definitions of "universals," but the full impact of the foundation
depends entirely on the definition given to that term.

| would think that we could find some academic articles on the subject too, so we can look for
that over time.

In the meantime, the place that | am familiar with that has the most bearing on this and where
Epicurus comes in is the section beginning at the link below from DelLacey's analysis of Plato,
Aristotle and Epicurus, in Philodemus' "On Methods of Inference" -

https://archive.org/stream/philode...ge/120/mode/2up
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