
The Neglect of Metrodorus’ Economics
Post by “Cassius” of February 13, 2020 at 1:45 PM

Ok this is the final paragraph, which seems to me to summarize that nothing new is being
added: the ultimate point is that wealth is to be judged just like any other choice, by the
amount of pleasure and pain that it brings:

I don't have anything really negative to say about the article, and all the detail is certainly
interesting from many points of view. But what I do have a problem with is essentially the same
as the Epicurean criticism of Socrates: Don't hide the ball.  Make your point and explain at
the outset where you are going and the ultimate point so that the reader can process the
information efficiently. There is nothing strange about the "Epicurean measure of wealth" any
more than that there is an "Epicurean measure of ice cream." To me, it is distracting and
disconcerting to go on and on with details about translations and what other people argued
without being clear what the ultimate point is.

And in fact in this closing point, the writer is actually DISMISSING the ultimate point as if there
is some reason not to keep that front and center.

OK with all that being said there is a lot of good material here for discussion as an example of
the Epicurean calculus of action, but NOT toward the direction of poverty that the writer
seemed to want to plant in the reader's mind as Epicurus' viewpoint!
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