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Quote from Cassius

I think it's perilous to think in terms of "good" and "evil" and as to whether we approve
or disapprove of the inclination being discussed, but at the basic level of there being
any kind of inclination at all, as opposed to there being only a total blank slate, I bet the
findings of the article do support a reasonable theory of "anticipations."

However - is this next quote true? Because I would expect a form of anticipations would
probably exist in all higher animals, and perhaps in all life forms.

"Kindness towards others at one’s own expense is a uniquely human trait. While
some primates have displayed a tendency to help each other out and share resources
in certain situations, it is virtually unheard of across the animal kingdom for an animal
to give up food he or she needs just because another is in need."

Good points Cassius. I had also seen the grey parrot study and forgot about it. I agree that this
behavior is likely not limited to humans although it may be most developed in homo sapiens .

When I consider altruism in the context of the anticipations of friendship and justice along with
the evolutionary-like mechanisms of Epicurean physics, it seems like the behavior is
fundamental to our social nature because it works better than being selfish.

I may be hopelessly biased by a Christian and virtue ethics-based upbringing and therefore
looking for a justification to see life as more than a brutish survival of the fittest. However, it
does seem objectively true that we all live better when we have the circumspection to see the
well-being of others is sometimes more important than our own.
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