
How to Talk to Those Raised on Religion / Virtue
Post by “EricR” of January 24, 2018 at 7:21 AM

I'm not sure quite where to go with this topic because it is so varied. Many people, myself
included, were raised within a religious tradition. Further, there are others who may not have
been in a specific religion but were still raised to believe in abstract virtues as real existing
things to be obeyed. Many of them have internalized the world views of their traditions and
even if they might have turned away from their upbringing, the seeds that were planted are
constantly at work in the psyche. This is why taking an attitude of "your just plain wrong so
listen to me" is useless. I'm not saying anyone here does that, but I've seen it elsewhere. It fails
utterly!

Further, there is a growing constituency of people who list "none" on a census question as to
their religion, yet who identify as "spiritual but not religious". I understand where they are
coming from. They've rejected their traditional upbringing but are still feeling the of "something
more" that they call the spiritual feeling. This may be that seed in the psyche and the plethora
of forms this has taken is huge.

So I am wondering how folks here would approach someone in that position in a way that
addresses their feeling via EP.
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