Response to Donald Robertson Question: "Was
Thomas Jefferson More Stoic Or Epicurean?"
(Answer: Epicurean!)

Post by “Cassius” of February 8, 2020 at 8:01 PM

Great points Nate. | know in my own case that | have learned a tremendous amount from
reading the non-Epicurean parts of both "On Ends" and "Diogenes Laertius" and | could kick
myself around the block for thinking back in college that they were too hard, or irrelevant, and
putting off reading them.

And there's no doubt in my mind that the Epicureans spent almost as much time reading the
Platonic and Aristotelian material as they did reading their own material. They were reacting
against the common teachings just as we have to do now. And just because we study the
others, and pick up snappy lines from different places, doesn't make us less Epicurean.

| ran out of steam in looking for cites to Epicurean texts to relate to most of the "ten rules," but
almost all of them can be related to Epicurean texts of one kind or another. Probably over time
it's worth going back and supplementing my article with more examples.
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