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Quote from Cassius

So how are you construing it?

It's making me think of Epicurus' promise that we will be able to enjoy CONSTANT pleasures if
we apply what he taught, for instance like when he says in Menoeceus "you will never be
disturbed either when awake or in sleep". I feel like this needs to be connected with the logic
behind "constant" pleasures considering that it is not in our constitution to be constantly
expending large amounts of energy, so we need to mind our dispositions while idle and while
active. That's how I'm tending to construe it for the time being.

This (as well as the "physicians" question) is arising as a result of my work on the audiobook,
because it's bringing up sources that I've never before considered with attention. I have to write
introductions to the writings, which is forcing me to think about them carefully.

The physicians--I relate this to La Mettrie, who worked with patients with venereal diseases and
who made the claim along the lines of "physicians are the best philosophers", or something to
that effect. This was interpreted by one author writing an essay on La Mettrie as meaning that
the physicians are the best philosophers because they think about the body and soul merely in
material terms, seeing the body as a machine, rather than interpreting things like the
theologians or by convention.

So naturally I wanted to see if the anti-physician discussions by Epicurus and Metrodorus had
something to say on this, but I do not think that we can take things from one ancient context
and apply it to the Enlightenment context.
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