Inflicting Pain

Post by “Hiram” of January 23, 2018 at 2:22 PM

I'd argue that the same logic that applies in "On Anger" by Philodemus (see the SoFE site on
this scroll) would apply here: pain can be both virtuous (if it produces long-term advantage /
pleasure, for instance the ceasing of hostilities) and it can also be PRODUCTIVE.

Hiroshima, when the bomb exploded, was awful. But we have NEVER again had problems with
Japan, which reformed itself as a country and is one of the most important global allies we have
today. | can't say whether or not we may have gained a similar result through a different
means, but in this case, hedonic calculus worked to produce security and long-term mutual
benefit for both countries and the rest of the world.
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