Inflicting Pain

Post by “Cassius” of January 23, 2018 at 11:43 AM

Here's my initial thought: "If pain is an evil, then inflicting it on others is immoral." That is
probably very over-broad, because, for example, shooting a burglar or injuring someone trying
to kill you would not be immoral. | think there are several texts we could cite in support of that.

| think we also have to be careful with the word "evil" in this and lots of contexts. Yes our
feeling of pain is always undesirable, and from that point of view we consider it evil, but "evil"
often implies much more - a religious or idealistic imperative never to do it under any
circumstances. And there is no religious or idealist realm or function which establishes that, so
that connotation of "evil" is not valid in Epicurean terms.

So issues with that part of the comment flow through to "But inflicting pain on others is
questionable if it denies their option of accepting it for that later avoidance."

Depending on the context, we often probably are not concerned whether our infliction of pain
on others, in our own defense at least, limits the other person's response options.
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