Lucretius - Essential and most important texts

Post by “Joshua” of January 27, 2020 at 12:41 PM

Interesting! | had not read this thread before | posted the other one.

Cassius already covered it, but | consider the proem to Book IV (repeated from book I) to be
essential. It contains the essence of his missionary zeal, the pride and pleasure of his work, an
encapsulation of the pioneering spirit of the philosophy, his sense of the therapeutic quality of
his verse, and the finest indication of what he might have achieved in lyrical (rather than Epic)
poetry had he applied himself to it.

Some of the most influential lines are rather pithy, and may not work well in this format;
"Life is one long struggle in the dark."
"So potent was religion [or superstition] in persuading to evil deeds."

An infant thrown up onto the shores of light, etc.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1401-lucretius-essential-and-most-important-
texts/?postID=6467#post6467 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1401-lucretius-essential-and-most-important-texts/?postID=6467#post6467
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1401-lucretius-essential-and-most-important-texts/?postID=6467#post6467

