
Julien Offray de la Mettrie - Unorganized Thread for
findings and quotations
Post by “Cassius” of January 25, 2020 at 1:02 PM

Charles this question comes up in my mind due to our posts today about Voltaire. Have you
been able to pin down where La Mettrie stood on whether the universe was supernaturally
created - i.e. whether he was a "deist?"

There's also a related question of whether he makes any direct statement on life after death.

No doubt there's a great deal to be learned from anyone who is writing about Lucretius, but as I
think about it and as we explore these writers from this period, these are probably among the
first questions we ought to ask about them, and post it early in our threads as we discuss them,
to put them in context.

Otherwise, like Ninon, we may be ending up diverting ourselves into foundation-less assertions
about ethics (even those discussing "happiness" or "pleasure") which ultimately are not of
tremendous use since they would rest on our deciding to accept the assertions of the author
rather than being grounded back in a world view of the fundamental nature of the universe.

Note: It might be better if we end up moving La Mettrie out of this "Leaders In Epicurean
Philosophy" subforum into the same subforum as Voltaire. That's probably a better place for
people who had lots of important things to say about Epicurean philosophy, but who seems to
have been essentially a Deist. At this point without knowing the answers to these questions
about La Mettrie's positions I am not at all sure.
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