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DeWitt's discussion of this part seems very interesting to me: "Further, if those which perish are
innumerable, those which are preserved ought also to be countless.” It's not exactly the same
point, but I gather what DeWitt is also observing is that while individual local bodies which
comes together always end up destroyed / disassociating in the end, that is not true from the
perspective of the universe as a whole, at which level the entirety is never destroyed /
disassociated. Thus the forces of creation/sustenance prevail over the forces of destruction in
the end. It's hard to know if this was what Epicurus was talking about, much less whether the
idea would seem valid if we had a full discussion of it. But there clearly are several very subtle
arguments going on here. All this does indeed in my mind spin around with the issues of
eternity and infinity which Epicurus stressed we need to study in great detail. We've only
scratched the surface of all this.
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